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FROM THE EDITOR

This is the first entire issue of the
MSBA newsletter that I have put
together myself., The last issue you
received was mostly done by Sharon
Gibbons as a last minute preject to
gel a newsletter out to you. I
don’t know how she has time to do
all she does; Vice President of
MSBA, activities with the Missouri
Honey Queen, managing several hun-
dred colonies of bees in tweo differ—
ent areas of the state, teaching
beekeeping classes, promoting honey
at the Evening with AgriMissouri
and Governor's Conference on Agri-
culture, helping other beekeepers,
and having a family life. She has
my admiration and appreciation.

She also helped on this issue by
feeding me articles and information
from other states' newsletters. This
is how much of our beekeeping in-
formation gets passed around, from
beekeeper to beekeeper and state to
state. For the last several years,
this association's activities have had
a heavy emphasis on both kinds of
mites. I think this is still an im-
portant issue and all beekeepers
need to stay informed of new mite
control methods. Most of our mem-
bers should be aware of Varroa and
trachea! mites by now either
through personal experience or ex-
perviences of their meighbors and
certainly through our association’s
meelings, Lhis newsletter, and
national heekeening publicationz. In

this issue you will see an editorial
by Dr. James Tew. I think it is
time we regained our sanity and gotb
on with beekeeping, doing what we
now know we need to do to maintain
strong healthy colonies of bees, but
let's not forget the basics. If you
know a beekeeper in your area who
does not belong to this or any local
association, encourage him or her to
join, if only for the information to
be had from these groups. Member-
ship is not limited to those who
make a living at keeping bees. If it
were, Missouri’s would be a small
association indeed. Our emphasis is
on the small beekeeper and what he
or she needs to know to get enjoy-
ment out of beekeeping. This can
only be done by staying informed of
the latest newr that affects us and
our bees. There is no satisfaction
in having dead bees and not know-
ing why.




PRESTDENT’S
MHESSAGE

This has been a busy vear. So far
in January we had the American
Beekaeping Federation meeting in
RKansas City. This was really a
great opporiunity to meet a lot of
nationally known beelkeepers, The
programs were really good and the
worlkshops were greal. 1If you
misser] it vour priorities aren't
right when it c¢omes to honey bees,

The znow has really been deep
aroutid my house this vear. 1 hope
the bees make it allright. 1 have
had some losses, but the weather is
starfing to look better.

The honey price support is getting
hit Trom a lot of different
directions, Again a lot of legisla-
tors and congressmen don’t think
we need price support. Big names
like President Bill Clinton, Senator
Hank Brown, Congressman Dick
Nemey, Professor Melissa Line, all
these people get Lheir kicks hashing
Lthe honey loan in the national me-
dia. It just ain’t fair. The honey
loan program has to bhe ene of the
swallest agrieulbural programs (esti-
mated cost $6 million in 1993) with
one of the best paybacks for agri-
culbure and the American consumers
{$20+billion). This cost to the tax—
payer is very small compared to $34
niillion spent on the President’s
coropational and other government
waste programs.

Even if the honsy loan was a com—
plete and utter waste of money, it’s
hard to understand how it can com-
mand siich media attention. T think
some of these politicians, columnisis,
and reporters have a hard time
telling fantasy from reality, They
think their food comes from hboxes
in the grocery stores and that the
food chain is something they put
across the checkout line when it’s
closed,

[ have wrilten letters to my Senator
and Representative letting them
know the beekeeper’s problems on
this subject. It would be a lot hef~
ter if more péople would write them
too. If anyvone needs a sample let-
ter we can help on that teo. Please
contact me,

Glenn Davis

(Editor’s note: A lot of numbeis
have been kicked araund that pur-
port to give a true picture of the
number of beekeepers who partici-
pate in the honey loan program.
Opponents of the program claim that
only 2 percent of the nation’s bee—
keepers use it and get rich at the
texpayers’ expense. Two percent
sounds like a small number, but may
actually represent a large number
of begkeepers when compared to the
total number in the ‘countrv. Loss
of the pregram could have an effect
on all beckeepers if several commer—
rial keepers go out of business. A
large =supply of haney helps holg
honey prices steady for the rest of
us, and énsures that equipment and
chemical manufacturers stay in
husiness to keep us all supplied
with the necessary items for keep-
ing healthy bees:)

AG HAT.I, OF FAME

The Agriculture Hall of Fame in
Bonner Springs, Kansas includes a
beekeeping display. Many of the
items included in the display were
contributed by Karl Kalthoff, a
long-time Missouri beekeeper. Re-
grettably, Karl has since passed on.
Keith Ostermeyer of Kansas helps
maintain the exhibit. He is search-
ing for information about Karl to be
included in the display. Anyone
having any biographical information
about Mr. Kalthoff should contact
Keith at 24091 Haigwood, Tonganoxie,
Kansas 66086,



MISSOURI HONEY
QUEEN NEWS

It’s been a busy year so far and I'm
looking forward to mesting all of you
in the future.

My reign as the Missouri Honey Queen
began last August when I was crowned
in Columbia at the Boone County Fair,
Several weeks later T attended 2
weekends at the Missouri State Fair in
Sedalia, At the fair, I worked at the
honey booth, gave a cooking
demonstration, passed ocut honey

© straws to children, and presented
country singer Sammy Kershaw with
some Missouri honey,

In September, 1
attended the first
annual St. Louis
County and Air Show.
While promoting honey
and passing out
honey straws, I also
gol the opportunity to
see an exciting air
show, The show even
included a pass-by of
the Stealth, a fighter
jet used in Desert
Storm. Unfortunately,
4 sudden rainstorm
brought the day to an
early end.

In October, [ attended the joint MO/KS
meeting held in Kansas City. At the
meeting, I helped judge honey, met
some Missouri and Kansas beekeepers,
and helped crown the 1993 Kansas
Honey Queen,

In November my mother and I traveled
back to Kansas City so I could
participate in the American Royal
Parade, Below-freezing temperatures
and an inch of snow didn’t stop the
daily activities. After the parade, the
Kansas queen and I went back to the
American Royal Building to promote
honey and answer guestions about the
observation hive.

January came and I attended the 50th
Anniversary of the American Beekeep-
ing Federation National Convention in
Kansas City. I thoroughly enjoved
getting to meet various beekeepers
from all over the U.S. including the
Furberts from Bermuda and the Sher-
itfs from England.

Meeting the candidates for the Ameri-
can Honey Queen and Princess was
also a lot of fun. I am really looking
forward to the National Convention in
Orlando in January 1994. The tour of
the Osage Honey Farm and the meal
cooked with honey really topped off
the weekend,

1 have enjoyed my reign thus
far and I'm lJooking forward to
visiting elementary schools in
the near future to teach
children about the beekeeping
Industry and the honey bee.

I am available to help promote
honey in your area. Contact
Glenn Davis or Sharon Gibbons
to make any necessary
arrangements. If I haven't
met you already, I hope to
have the oppertunity to mest
you soon.

Julie Batton, 1983 Mo. Honey
Queen

Caramel/Peanut Dip for Apples

1/4 C. boiling water

15 large Brach’s caramels

1 T. honey

1/4 C. chunky peanut butter

4-5 Granny Smith apples; cored and
cut in thick slices

ln 2 cup microwaveable container,
bring 1/4 cup water to a boil. Add
caramels. Return to microwave until
melted, stirring often. Add honey and
stir. Add chunky peanut butter and
stir well. Allow to cool before dipping
apple slices.



HONEY QUEEN FUND
as of March 5, 1983

Receipts:

Donations 312.50
Sale of Honey Pin 20.00
MO/XS auction 604.25
Total receipts 946.75
Expenses:

Caopies & postage 46.95
Sash & Crown 59.25
Brochures 122.58
ABF Registration 91.50
Mileage 286.88
Total expenses BOT.16

Queen fund balance $339.59

The Missouri State Beekeepers'
Association’s honey queen program
is up and running. Queen Julie
Batton has been buzzing around the
state helping promote honey and
beekeeping (see her report else-
where in this newsletter), but this
activity takes funding. Up to this
point no association general funds
have been used for Julie’s travels
and expenses. Her program has
been supported by volunteer dona-
tions to the honey queen program.
As a challenge, Neil Bergman has
donated three cernits per hive he
owns to the honey queen fund: For
most of us that would not be a
large contribution, but for Neil it
represents several hundred pounds
of honey production. Neil challeng-
es other beekeepers to make similar
contributions, based on colony num-
bers, honey production, generosity,
or whatever. If $.03 per hive seems
like an insignificant amcunt, feel
free to contribute whatever you
think will help--$5 would be a good
start,

Julie has been actively invelved in
the queen program sines her instal-

lation as queen in August, 1992,
waking contacts with gqueens from
other states and learning what it
takes to do the job. She will be
Missouri’s candidate for American
Honey Queen at the American Bee—
keeping Federation convention in
January, 1994 and should have a
very good chance of success.

FINDING THE

RQueen Julie Batton’s reign as
Missouri’'s honey queen will come to
an end in 1994, A new queen will
then be selected to supersede her.
Missouri's queen program follows
the rules established by the Ameri-
can Beekeeping Federation for the
American Honey Queen. This is to
ensure that our gqueen will meet the
eligibility requirements for compet-
ing at the national level.

The purpose of a honey queen pro-
gram is to promote honey and edu-
cate the public on all aspects of the
beekeeping industry, that is, vari-
ous usges of honey, production of
honey, pollination, problems of the
industry. A gueen is called upon to
present programs to all ages, pre-
school to senior citizens, to assist
at fairs, store promotions, and cook-
ing demonstrations, and to promote
the industry through civic organi-
zations and news media.

The honey queen should be knowl-
edgeable in all aspects of the bee~
keeping industry and must be aware
of the concerns of beekeepers in
the area she represents. The honey
gueen must be capable of handling
newspaper and radio interviews as
well as television appearances.
Through these interactions, bee-
keeping receives thousands of dol-
lars worth of free publicity.

If you or your local association
knows of a young woman who would



like to compete for the title of Mis-
souri Honey Queen, contact your
loual association or Sharon Gibbons
or Glenn Davis for information about
contest rules and guidelines.

AMIERICAN HONEY
QUEEN CROWNED
IN K.C.

Gena Westy, Tennesgee Honey Queen
waf vrowned American Honey Queen
at the American Beekeeping Federa—
tion Annual Convention, held in
Kansas City, MO, January 20-23,
1994. Gena is 19 years old and is
Attending Volunteer State Community
College, Heather Pomeroy from lowa
wias selected as American Honey
Princess. She is 18 years old and
is currently attending Messiah Col-
lege in Pennsylvania majoring in
Tnternational Business,

The first national honey queen was
chosen in 1959, Some of the past
American Hohey Queens and Prin~
cesses attended and spoke at the
Saturday evening banquet which
celebrated the 50th anniversary of
the American Beekeeping Federation.

Joanne King, American Honey Queen
chairperson for the past 18 years;
was given special recognition for
her dedication and tireless efforts
in working with the Honey Queen
Prcgram. Charlotte Randall,
Umatilla, F1. consented to chair the
1992 Honey Queen Program. Gena
and Heather will have a full and
exciting year ahead of them as they
tour the country promoting honey
for the industry. If you would iike
to involve them in promotions in
your area, please contact Ellen

FORMULA FORK
AMEBERICAN FOGQUI.—
BROOD WITH

* 'Terramycin powder comes In several

different forms, the most common
being the foil 6.4 ocunce package
which contains 10 grams of TM.
This iz commonly referred to as TM
2b because it is a formulation of 25
percent terramycin.

Powdered sugar mixture:

For one colony: Mix 1 level tea-
spoon of TM 25 with 5 level tea-
spoons of powdered sigar. Feed 2
level tablespoons of this mixture to
each colony. Six teaspoens egual 2
tablespoons.

For 48 colonies: Mix 1 level cup or
1 package (6.4 oz.) of TM 25 with 5
cups of powdered sBugar. Feed 2
level tablespoons of this mixture to
each colony.

Antibiotic extender or grease pat-
ties: For 2 patties mix 1/3 pound
vegetable shortening with 2/3 pound
granulated (table) sugar and 2 ta-
blespoons TM 25,

For 20 patties mix 3 pounds vegeia-
ble shoritening with 6 pounds gran-
uldted sugar and 1 package (B.d
ounces) of TM 25,

Form the mixture inte 1/2 pound
patties.

When using any chemicals in or
around the beehive, be sure to fol-
low all label directions. Do not feed
medications within one month of s
honey flow when supers will be on
the hive.

Sundberg al (218) 736-3930. MWE ‘We offer fast and courteous
setvice to all beekeepers. We el ol the supplies for
beekesping , plus bees, queens, snd honey for those who
mm short. Order is shipped the sune doy as received in
most cazes. Free catalog available on request. Howurs:

. Mon-Fr. 8-5; Sat. and evenings by mppointment. Address:
DRAPER'S SUPER BEE; RT.3 BOX 87; AUBURN, NE

68305 Phonc: [402] 274 - 3725




What is a skep? A skep is a hand-
crafted; coiled, deme-shaped, straw
or grass honeybee hive. Honeybees
are not native to North America.
The early colonists brought honey-
bees to the "New World" in skeps.
They had been in use in Burope for
hundreds of years. As a result,
skeps were used for many yvears by
the European settlers, particularly
in the eastern states. Gradually,
skeps were replaced in favor of the
hollow log "gum" because of the
plentiful supply of hollow trees.
Invention of the present day mov-
able~frame beehive in the mid=1800's
has, for all practical purposes, re-
placed skep and gum beehives as a
heme for the honeybee., Skeps are
still in wse in Burope.

American skeps are rare and
"skeppists™ (skep makers) even
more so. Most people are familiar
with the traditional image of a skep,
but few have seen one, and even
fewer have had the opportunity of
cowning one. Traditionally, skeps
were made from rye gtraw which is
now in very short supply. That
being the case, many types of na-
tive grasses, and even cattail and
bulrush (Tule)} leaves make a fine
traditional type of skep.

A typical decorative skep is about
12 to 13 inches in diameter and’
about the same height, weighing 3
to 5 pounds. Being sturdy and
well-made, it will endure for many
vears, but skeps must be kept dry.
If placed outdoors, it would be well
to place the skep on a stand or
post wilh a roof aver it to shed
rain. BSeveral coats of good spray
lacquer,; beth inside and outside,
would also provide waterproofing.
It should be taken indoors when
the fall rains start. Before bring-
ing in, several days in a plastic
bag, with mothballs, will eliminate
any insects that might be inside.

Skeps in this day and age are a
most unusueal Colonial and early
American type of deecorative item,
being displayed in home kitchens,
dining rooms, family rooms, dens,
and offices, and such places of
business as craft shops, herb
shops, natural food stores, antigue
shops,; florist shops, and herb gar-
dens. They would blend nicely into
almost any setting where Colonial,
early American, or "country" furni-
ture and furnishings are used or
are on display. They look best in
an elevated setting such as a cor-
ner shelf; on top of a cupboard,
bookcase, stove, refrigerator, file
cabinet, on a display case, among
baskeis, and the like. A skep is &
conversation pilece wherever it is
situated.

Missouri is fortunate to have a
skeppist amonyg its populace, This
skep information comes from Rolla
Chandler, skeppist, who can be con-
tacted at 28 Grigeby Stlreet,
Sullivan, MO 63080, Mr. Chandler
has given demonstrations at the
1992 Spring MSBA meeting in Colum-—
bia and at the American Beekeeping
Federation convention in Kansas
City in January of this year. He
has been a beekeeper for over 40
years. Skeps are not recommended
as hive structures for honeybees
due to the difficulties in inspecting
for diseases and mites.

ATABAMA TS THE PLACE TO BUY YOUR BEFS
BETTER BRED g
OHRJEEMNS W

e
o gk
Calvert Apiaries

P.CL BOX 4
CALVERT, AL. 36313

CQUEENS @ PACKAGE ® BEES ® HONEY

ANDY WEBB PH: (205 B29-5183

PH: 1-800-BEES-969



REPORT FROM VICE PRESIDENT: SHARON GIBBONS

Some of the activities our association has been involved in, I can personally report
on. In December, a honey salad dressing was served at the 1992 Governor's Conference
on Agriculture. Close to 1500 people were served foods prepared by the various
commodity groups in Missouri Agriculture. We also handed out recipes to promote honey.
Glenn & Joanne Davis, Ron & Delores Vivian, Norm & Shirley Groesche, helped John
and myself prepare and serve this salad. On the home front, my helpers toprepare the
salad and dressing were Dave & Norma Nolting, with some materials donated by Bob
Finck.

On March 3, 1993, we made this salad again, and served nearly 600 invited guests
from the Missouri Legeslature at Jefferson City. My helpers this time were John Hartman
and Jim Thaxter. The beekeepers helping me prepare the salad were; Norma & Dave
Nolting, Marlene & Ted Jansen, with Bob Finck supplying the ingedients for the salad
dressing, We certainly get alot of exposure with these two activities, and I appreciate all of
the help I have received. | welcome anyone's assistance with these two Agni-Mo projects,
and would welcome someone taking over the responsibility next year.

In January. several of us were involved along with Kansas Honey Producers in
hosting the 50th anniversary convention of the American Beekeeping Federation. The total
attendence was unofficially 550 people. This was about 150 more than the past two
conventions, I was disappointed in that as few Missouri beekeepers attended as did. It
was a great leaming experience and it will be along time before we will be able to listen to
so many programs with nationally prominent leaders in our industry.

Kansas City weather was not very nice for our opening day, with a sleet storm
which delayed the arrival of Dean Kleckner, the Keynote speaker. After that, everything
quickly improved. The Mo-Kan Host Committee was very active throughout the
convention, helping where needed. Vera Young and myself worked at the registration
desk. Keith & Mellisa Ostermeyer had a group scheduled to work the booth te sell 50th
Anniversary items. The profit will be divided between Missouri and Kansas associations.
The Mid-western Begkeepers stuffed all the convention packets prior 1o the convention.
Although I'm not from Kansas City, T graciously accepted all the comments and praise we
received from many beekeepers throughout the United States; about the hospitality of the
KC area. The Crown Center complex was perfect for a convention with guestionable
weather forecasts. The evening entertainment was well attended, especially the evening at
Benjamin Ranch. We were so pleased that so many people had a good time.,

My favorite parts of the program were the panel discussions, especizily the one on
building betier producer-packer relations; and the Friday afternoon workshops. Joli Winer,
Cecil Sweeney, and myself gave a beeswax workshop; which we had a full room for both
sessions. I know it was the most popular workshop there. We ended the convention with
a beautiful sunny day and a tour of Osage Honey Farm. George & Laura VanArsdall,
along with their family, went out of their way to make this event the very besttoclosea
successful meeting. We thank them for all the work and time they put into the tour. Over
200 people visited the farm and had a wonderful lunch (with plenty of honey in the food).
George even directed a little western melodrama in which Troy Fore was to be lynched.
We all had alot of fun, and so many visitors left Kansas City with very positive memories,

Julie Batton, our Missouri Honey Queen, was there to help us for the enfire
convention. She was not eligible to compete in the American Queen Contest at this
meetiong, but will compete in 1994. The Queen Banquet and 50th Anniversary Banquet
were celebrated together. It was a very long evening, but showed me what a rich history
our American beekeepers have. A separate article is included about the crowning of the
1993 American Honey Queen which I ¢lipped from the Minnesota Honey Producers
Newsletter.



STATE FAIR
PREPARATIONS

Your bees probably have not made
any honey yet when you receive
this newsletter, but it is time to
start planning for this year’s state
fair. As usual, volunteers will be
needed to man (or woman) the hon—
ey booth. This has always been
coordinated by one or two dedicated
people whe donate their time for
working long hard hours at the
booth. To make the fair a success—
ful money-making event requires
the assistance of three or four peo-
ple each day helping out in the
booth, If you like to talk about
bees and honey, this is a great
opportunity to meet people from
around the state and promote Mis-—
souri honey and beekeeping.
Sharon Gibbons and Glenn Davis will
be ecoordinating workers this yvear.
8ign up early to be sure of getting
your first time slot at the fair.

Bids will be taken for supplying
honey te be sold at the fair. Ob-
taining honey from only one bee-
keeper assures that it will be of
uniform color and quality. A bid
sheet is found elsewhere in this
newsletter,

ACRIMISSOURTI
HONEY PRODUCERS
BROCHURE .

Your state association is again Te—
questing financial assistance from
the state’s department of agricul-
ture to reprint the honey producers
brochure, The money is already
appropriated, so is available. These
brochures have been distributed to
consumers at the state fair for sev-
eral years, To have an updated list
for distribution at this year's state
fair, those desiring to be included
on the new printing should send
their names and addresses to
Sharon Gibbons no later than May 1.

As a dues paying member of the
Missouri State Beekeepers’ Associa—
tion, this is your newsletter. What
information would you like to see
covered on these pages? What
types of articles would benefit you?
Who is doing something unusual or
successful, or helpful? Articles may
be contributed to the editor. Pick
any subject you feel comfortable
writing about, or contribute a honey
recipe. What has your local associ-
ation been doing that is interesting
or that you feel might benefit other
local associations? Read any good
beekeeping books lately that you
would like to share with other bee-
keepers? It doesn't have to be
long or technical or even correctly
spelled or grammatically correct. I
can help with that, so help me out.
How can we make this newsletter
the best newsletter you get?

ADVERTISING INFO

The MSBA newsletter is published 4
times per year, with an average
mailing of 460 newsletters.
Advertising requests should be sent
to Larry Hensley, 13520 0ld James-
town Rd., Florissant, MO 63033,
phone (314)355-6935,

Advertising rate per issue:
Business card size $7.50

Quarter page 25.00
Half page 40.00
Full page 75.00
Classified ads, per 30 words: ;
MEBA member $£2.00
Norm-member -3.00
Deadlines for advertising:
Deadline Publication
February 15 March 1
dJune 1 June 15

September 1
December 1

September 15
December 15



B1D SHEET FOR HONEY FOR THE 1993 MISSOURI STATE FAIR SALES BOOTH

All liquid and comb honey must be bid together. Other items may
be bid separately (state guantity and price):

12 oz. bears (24) light honev _

1 1b. jar (24) light honey

1 1b. jar (24) amber honey .

(]

ib., jar (12) 1light honey

5 1b. jar (6) light honey _

Comb & liguid together

Gallons light honey _

Hard honey candyv ({assorted flavors)

Cut comb honey

Section comb honey

Honey stix (plastic straws) ___

Beeswax (1 ©0Z.,s 1.5 0z., or 1 lb. bar)

Beeswax candles (dipped or poured)

Creamed honey

The supplier will use the label that we will furnish at no cost
to you. All bids must be received by July 6, 1993. Please sign
‘the sheet, give your address and phone number. The committee
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Signature

Name (print)

Address

Phone

Return to: Jim Thaxter, RR 4 Box 60E, Moberly, MO 65270
(816) 263-2694



DESTRUCTIVE
PARASITE
CONTROL

American beekeepers have a new
line of defense against Varroa mites
and tracheal mites. Miticur RBee
Mite Sftrips, recently approved by
the Environmental Protection Agen-
¢y, provide the first comprehensive
control program for both types of
mites.

Varroa mites {Varroa jacobsoni) first
appeared in U.S. honey bee colonies
in 1987. At that time, beekeepers
were trying to respond to the
threat of another parasite, the tra-
cheal mite (Acarapis woodi). Three
Years after their introduction in
1984, tracheal mites were already
spreading rapidly. Since then, the
prevalence of both mite species has
exploded in virtually every bee-=
keeping region in the United States.
In some parts of the country, bee-
keepers can blame these mites for
the loss of more than 50 percent of
their colonies during the winter
mornths.

The mites cause a general weaken-
ing of honey bee colonies, resulting
in slow spring buildup, reduced
honey production and a high inci-
dence of winterkill, Infested colo-
nies often appear normal during
summer months, when brood produc-
tion is high and young bees domi-
nate the hive population. During
the winter, however, the weakened
colony is comprised mainly of older
bees and becomes more susceptible
to damage from these mites.

Sharp-eyed beekeepers can some-
times detect Varroa mites with a
close visual examination of worker
bees or larvae. Laboratory dissec-
tion and microscopic examination
usually is needed to confirm the
Presence of the internal tracheal
mites, Signs of mite infestation in~

clude general weakening of the col-
ony, patchy brood, lethargic bees
with poor flying ability and a large
number of pupae and crippled bees
ejected from the hive.

The mites spread hetween apiaries
and hives with infested swarms,
robber bees or gueen introductions
from infested stock.

Dr. David Shapiro, a professional
services veterinarian with Hoechst-
Roussel Agri-Vet Company, describes
the approved procedure for using
the Miticur Bee Mite Strips:

-Apply the strips after taking hon-
ey from the hives,

-Place three strips in the brood
area. Use small nails to hang the
strips between the center brood
frames to assure maximum contact
with clustered bees.

~Leave the strips in the hive for at
least six weeks,

~Remove the strips before a nectar

flow begins and before replacing
honey supers.

Amitraz, the active ingredient in
Miticur, is a proven miticide, used
in different formulations to control
mites on a variety of domestic ani-
mals. It works on contact against
Varroa mites and tracheal mites.

Because of the rapid spread and
destructive potential of these para-
sites, beekeeping specialists say no

one should assume their hives are

mite free. Unless they have strong
evidence to the contrary, beckeep-
ers should treat their hives for
Varroa and tracheal mites.

Parasitic mites present a significant
threat to individual beekeepers, the
beekeeping industry and some types
of commercial agriculture. In addi-
tion to honey production, honey
bees pollinate 200 commercial crops
in the United States, with an esti-
mated annual value of $20 billion.
Beekeepers should consider the risk



of winterkill, the cost of replacing
bees and the potential for lost hon-
ey production as they evaluate their
need to treat for Varroa and tra-
cheal mites.

(Editor’s note: This article was re-
ceived as a news release from
Hoechst—-Roussel. The "strong evi-
dence" mentioned in the next to last
paragraph would be a laboratory
analysis for tracheal mites and one
of several kinds of visual inspec-
tions for Varroa mites. These visual
inspections have been described nu-
merous times in this and other pub-
lications. Mite treatments will not
prevent mités from infesting a hive,
and will not eliminate mites when
they are found, but are a control
measure. As a control, treatments
will keep mite populations to a low
level that the bees can tolerate and
still produce honey.)
MITICUR STRIPS

Hoechst-Roussel Agri-Vet Company
has received a few reports from the
State of Plorida of adverse reactions
in bees following application of
Miticur (amitraz), Investigations
are under way to determine the
cause of these adverse reactions
(disorientation and a noticeable in-
crease in mortality rate). As a pre-
cautionary measure, Hoechst—-Roussel
Agri-Vet is requesting that all bee-
keepers temporarily stop using.
Miticur packaged in bags of 300
strips.

These precautionary measures- do
not apply to Miticur strips original-
ly peckaged in bags of 30 by the
manufacturer. If you currently
have strips from the bags of 300,
you may either hold on to them
until further notice, exchange them
for an equivalent supply of strips
originally packaged 30 to a bag by
the manufacturer; or return them
for a refund. This exchange can be
done where the bag containing 300

strips was purchased., If you must
treat hives before our investigation
is completed, use only strips origi-
nally packaged in bagse of 30 strips
by the manufacturer.

Hoechst-Roussel Agri-Vet is confi-
dent it will be able to quickly iden-
tify the cause of the reactions. We
will share the results of the inves-
tigation with you once it is complet-
ed. The results of the investigation
will determine the usability of the
strips fram the packages of 300.

Miticur has been extensively tested
in short- and long-term studies.
The product is currently registered
by the EPA. More than 500,000
strips have been used under Sec-
tion 18 Emergency Use Permits with
no adverse reactions reported.

If you have any questions about the
situation or concerns about hives
already treated, please eall 1-800-
723-6516. If you call beitween the
hours of 8 am. and 5 p.m. EST,
Monday through Friday, direct tech-
nical assistance will be available,
During other times, you will be re-
ferred to a number where technical
assistance from Hoechst-Roussel
Agri-Vet can be obtained.

We regret any inconvenience this
causes the beekeeping industry. We
recognize the importance to the
beekeeping industry of safely and
effectively controlling tracheal and
varroa mites. Miticur continues to
be an important tool for mite con-
trol.

The above is a letter dated January
15, 1993 from H., Newton Williams,
Vice President and General Manager,
Animal Health, Hoechst-Roussel Agri-
Vet,

Keep your smoker in a large lard
can while transporting to prevent
fire. A corn cob makes a good plug
in the end to smother the smoker.



Your One-stop Shopping
Center for Bee Supplies
Check with us first for competitive pricing on:

¥ Bulk Fructose for Bee Feeding and
Excellent Pollen Supplement
¥ Fresh Stocks of Tetra-Bee Mix, Miticur
~and Apistan
V' Fresh 100% Beeswax Foundation in All
Sizes and Styles Including PLASTICELL - -
¥ Woodenware, Paint and Wood Preservatives
¥ Honey House Metalware Needs - Extractors,
Tanks,Pumps, _
Melters, Knives, etc.
¥ A Complete Selection
of Honey Containersj|
and Labels

¥adant & Sons, Inc.

1318 11th Street
P.O. Box 1735
Sioux City, la. 51102
Phone 712-255-3232

>

S

BRANCH SALES OFFICES

2534 Airways Dr. 181 Tillman St. 550 E. Main 1169 Bonham St Everything {or the Beekeeper
P.0. Box 7996 P.O. Box 397 P.O. Box 385 P.O..Box 146 - o
Frasno, Calif, 93747 Hahira, Ga. 31632-0397  Poltervillz, Mich 48876 Paris, Tex, 75480
Phone 209-292.4666 Phona 812-794-2785 Phone 517-648-7629 Phone 90i3-784-6145
190 Mary SL. 51.82nd 136 AT. 17C (Easl) 2435 Carroll Ave.
P.Q. Box 270 Hamilton, IL 62241 P.C. Box 267 P.O. Box 2411
Uniatifta, Fla. 32784 Phone 217-847-3324 Wavery, N.Y. 14892-0267  Lynchburg, Va, 24501
Phone 904-669-2622 Phone B07-565-2860 Phone 804-848-0866 )

1 Mile.E. 6f Water g A nama you can trustio W

(-8 =N aleriown o
? . be here tomo
.5 Hwy. 16 2357 Durham Dayton Highway ar brow e

P.O.Box 331 . P.O. Box178
Watartown, Wis. 53094 Durcharn, Calif. 95938-0178
Phone 414-261:5363 Fhone 916-893-0921

back whatli sells today!



TR AR

gy Yopery (e

AINOH

0§ ANLL 5.1

1 0f SHOP siig

G T UL (ke Perens Z,.u_ =gl
Suwpeg Uar x €1 X G oml- Sy
401, AYBnoIe suj|uon put ejoueid
100 IFIXILL KAty ey gy JHw) 0
pjoueaid 2oy PAUAR] MUTRL (1
s A viesd Ly s sanL

=T WSO HOTH 38 aauay Nooreifiu
Ino-4-

QUL s -IARST

g e Sy dna e
s i «

1 NVId-Ad ZOI

SaUEnhE 47 SaqE seenbs o)

Wiy ued U X €1 % G
pastald Sy vt ssau

Poleod- fj2w Jun

XUt Pt it g

SRR R R RIEY
PR NI PN DL S|
ITE i L

[PLI S0 " NGRSV 21 A T
SN ST L LI (I AU U]

LTI YOLLL 4D ¥ 12

siitad Sim
JERL30 W] A3 D] o g
1 sdim ¢

u_.w_:,f.:.::.«‘..‘2:3__ l
1113 ) AU 0 LT i
At el vy

STIYNOS
NV AANOH

PUD AL B 10 U0 SIOT 35 P Aaiy
e, [PULap) Pue G_:.m» o
agn anl Wooxa SUINETIATUL F12 LU

e Sy

Tonenmu st
|

PO R PE ,..,._
s e asml gt
W 3 SRR | AR
AT
v R UL ) S]] o
wrwd drron s ady £

L AR

X it :_..:: A3
L sE v
| YL S st

SITW AINOH s

SRS 4+ SOMRTY LQULLE JIR UL

ST RO

powei punod ds) of,
D] dsi g

wanoy dna ey,

pngox wepd dna 7

g spupling e wpawe g
it rifawiy alio g 1

IMYHS RND0A
YVNYNVE

, 17




" HONEYCARAMELCORN W

% cup each butter or margarine and packed brown sugar
I cuphoney
Dashsalt

1 tesspoon grated orange peel

% teaspoon baking soda

3 quarts popped popoorn
Melt butter in large saucepan; stir in sugar, honey and salt. Cook and stir
until mixture comes to 2 bol. Reduce heat to medium; boil without stirting
about 5 minutes o 265°F. Remove from heat: stir in orange peel and soda.
Place popcorn in large aven-safe biowl; slowly pour syrup over popeorn while
stirring, Turn onto greased 15% % 104 x 3-inch baking pan. Bake:at 250°F
45 mirutes; stir every15 minutes. Cool, Break into serving-sized pieces: Sters
inairtight container: Makes 3 quarts.

PrepamuonTme Abnut 1 hour

e S A RN P L
(" HONEY MUSTARD MAYONNAISE

—t

% cup mayonmaise xﬂ“"_ﬁ

4 aphooey

2 tahlespoonsBijon-style mustard b

1 teaspion prepared horseradish 2

Combine all ingredients; max thoronghly. Makes 1 cup. P

Preparation Time: Less thar I5 minugtes, -
Serving Tip: Serve as dip for fresh vegetables, spread on sandwiches with meat T
filling or hieat slightly and spoon over cooked vegetables. ,

(" HONEY AND FRUIT SPREAD

¥ cup butter or margarine, softened to room témperature
% cup honey
% cup chopped dried fruit (apricots, dates, raisins, etc.)
2 tablespoons chopped pecans
b teaspoan grated orange peel
Combine all ingredients: mix well. Makes abeut ¥ cup.
Preparation Time: Less thart 15 minutes.
Serving Tip: Spread on English muffins, crumpets, waffles or hot biscuits.

A S M s R e, T

" SPICY HONEY PEANUT SAUICE \@

% cup honey
. cuppeanut butter
2 rblespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon chapped fresh coriander (cilantro)
i, teaspoon erushed red peppers
Combine all ingredients; mix well. Makes about % cup.
Preparation Time: Less than 15 minutes,
Serving Tip: Serve- with pouliry; pork or vegetables.




Honey adds beautiful golden color and delightful sweet flavor
to bring out the best in so many foods.

Cooking Tips

® For best results. use recipes developed for using honey,

¢ When you substitute honey for granulated sugar in recipes:
substitute honey for up to one-half of the sugar. With
experimentation:, honey can be substituted forall the sugar
in some recipes.

reduce the amount of liquid w the recipe by ¥4 cup for each
cup of honey used in baked goods

add about ¥2 teaspoon baking soda for each ctip of honey
used in baked goods.

reduce oven temperature by 257 F to prevent over-browning
of baked goods.

for edsy removal, spray measuring eup with vegetahle
cooking spray before adding honey.

* Honey adds a sweet smooth and distinctive taste to recipes.
Honey also absorbs and retains moisture. These qualities
retard drying out and staling. of baked goods.

* A12-ounce jar of honey equals a standard meastring cup.
* Becavse of its high fructose content. honev has a higher
sweetening power than sugar.

Buying and Storage Tips

® Select mildly flavored honeys, such as clover, for use in
cooking where delicate flavors predominate.

¢ Use srongly flavored honeys irspreads or other recipes where
a distinet honey flavor i desiad.
* Store honey at room temperatire,

® 1 honey crystallizes, rermove lid and place jar in 'warm water

until crystals dissolve. Or, microcook 1 cup of honey in
microwave-safe container at HIGH ( 100%) 2 to 3 minutes or
untii}cwsmls dissolve; stir every 30 seconds. Do not boil or
scorch,

NOTE; Honey should not be fed 10 infints under 1 year of age.
Toney is a safe and wholesome food for older children and
adults,

Look for the Honey Bear logo on products containing a
substantial amount of honey,

For amore iforngiian on porey, tontact Nabongl Honev Boged 338 20 Avene #2053, Lomgmont Colerady SUSO1 (3030 7762337



A MITE-Y OPINION
Editorial by Dr. James E. Tew from
News Digest, Ohio Stateé Beckeepers
Assn. hewsletter

Mites hawve caused changes within
the beekeeping industry and will
continue to modify beekeeping tech-
niques. It was anly a few years
back that beekeeping mectings were
consumed with the dire news of
entire operations being eliminated.
In some instances that was nearly
the truth, but most operations have
survived the arrival of the mites.
All of us were hurt by that arrival,
bul we are surviving and in doing
so, we awve taking our place in bee—
keeping history. In past years,
meetings were completely directed
toward the control of American
Foulbrogd. Just as in meefings
taday, there were dire predictions
about the demise of entire opera-
tions. Large amounts of equipment
weTe binrneds It was a dark time in
breekeeping history. Neo doubt many
dropped out, but many didn't. To-
day, dorn’t we wish that American
Foulbreod was our major problem?
Antibiotics have made AFB manage-
able. Highl now, there is a kid
somew here in grade school who will
grow to mabturity and becomes a bee
gpecialist. One dav he or she will
wrile about the difficult times the
mites caused bsekeepers of our day.
Just as our prabiems seem to us
now, the problems of the future
beckeeping specialist will appear to
be the end of beekeeping (again).

You cantreat =
package bees
with FUMIDIL=B .0
for as little as 60 cents!

. Colonies fed
FUMIDIL -B can produce
20% MORE BROOD

and 58% MORE HONEY1

. We also carry:

Terra-Broed” Mix,
Terramycin®

Products, Apistan 8833 QUIVIRA 'ROAD
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TR OVERLAND PARK, KS. 66215
=, Gift Boxes

(813) 452-1670
(800) 547-1392
FAX (913) 492-2742

ft Boxes!
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d‘ T. KELLEY CO.
WALTERP.O. g
Clarkson, KY 42726, U.S.A..

TELEPHONE Area Code {spz) 242-2012
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES

N,
Cj

o Wiite lor FREE catalog

Serving beekeepers Since 1924 L—

o

»

L 3

QUEENS & PACKAGES @ k

I CAUCASIAN CARNIOLAN MIDNITE STARLINE
WRITE FOR FREE DESCRIPTIVE
QUEEN BROCHURE

You will find our Bees a
Pleasure to work,

Special Queen Introcuction Cage @%5.00
Cage Increases Charce of Queen
Survival on Intreduction,
Instructions with Purchase.

Tips on Package Tntreduction & Requeeni ng 8
§ ére Free on request. to our customers. Al |
j others, please send $1.00 for Shirping &
 Hardt ing.

1-800-247-5520
HOWARD WEAVER & SONS, INC.
_ RT. 4 BOX 24
T NAVASOTA, TX 77866 o
%5 @;*;
409-825-7714 &)
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UNDER ATTACK

One of the nation’s leading "Bee
Bashers", Dick Armey (24th Dist.,
TX), has launched a fierce attack
against U.S. beekeepers, as well as
a member of the American Honey
Producers Association (AHPA).

In a series of "Dear Colleague" let~
ters; Armey has chosen the bee
industry as his prime exanmple of
government waste. In his February
9, 1993 letter, he asked colleagues
to co-sponscr his bill to eliminate
the honey program-"the only pro-
gram that President Clinton has
pledged to kill."

Calling the honey subsidy "one of
the least justified programs
around", Armey completely dismissed
the role of bees in pollination of
America’s food supply; referring to
the General Accounting Office’s
statement that without the honey
program, farmers would pay for bee
pollination just as they pay for fer—
tilizer or fuel or anything else.
"GAO concluded that the program no
longer serves its intended purpose,"
Armey said.

Armey justifies the elimination of
thie program because "only two per-
cent of the naticns' beekeepers
even bother to participate in the
Program, and more than half goes to
a mere 300 beneficiaries." He callg
these beekeepers the "queen bees"
of the honey business.

Saying that most beekeepers are
unaffected by the program, "a pro-
gram a Democrat president wants to
kill, that Congress’'s GAO says is
pointless, and that only benefits a
tiny number of people anyway,"
Armey adds, "If we can't cut this,
what can we cut?”

In his February 11, 1993 letter,
Armey attacked AHPA President

Richard Adee and his family. Armey
wrote that "In the case of Mr. Adee,
he and his family stung the taxpay-
ers for $191,496.52 in 1991."

Armey said Adee received a market-
ing loan to provide short—-term fi-
nancing; but did not have to pay all
of the loan back, saying "beeckeep-
ers are able to repay the USDA less
than they borrow; they pocket the
difference,”

Armey made no effort to explain how
the buy-back provision provides for
orderiy marketing of the honey
crop. The program reduces govern-
mental costs by encouraging bee-
keepers to find the best possible
price for their honey. The savings

‘have been great, dropping from
$100 million to $6 million.

Richard Adee responds by saying
that "Congress should use the hon-
ey loan/buy-back program as a
model for cost reduction in other
commedity areas, We have worked
hard to lower costs to the govern-
ment while maintaining the purpose

of the program.”

Adee, one of the world's largest

beekespers, added that "We think it
is unfair that we are being singled
out for being successful, In 1992,
our total labor ran $857,094.34-we
sent W-2 forms to 125 workers. We
have 35 full-time employees. That's
35 families whe do not need govern-
mental assistance as long as they
work for us. And many of the sea-
sonal help are college students-Adee
Honey Farms already provides ex—
actly the kinds of jobs which Presi-
dent Clinton says he wants to cre-

'"

ate!

Adee noted that a large operation
has large expenses. In 1992, his
firm spent $214,000 on syrup for
bee feed. "Think of the amount of
corn that represents,” Adee noted.



18

Beekeepers like the Adees help bee—
keepers everywhere, For example,
in 1980, Adee Honey Farms and sev-
eral other commercial beekeepers
purchased the Starline breeding
program and annually support the
company which selects the stock
and produces breeder queens.

"Take away the commercial beekeep-
ers and the Starline breeding pro—
gram would be forced to close its
doors. This shows how all the in-
dustry will suffer if commercial bee-
keepers are forced out of business,"
Adee said.

HOW TO RESPOND

If there was ever a time to write
Congress, now is the time, or call
the congressional switchboard at
202-224-3121. Most phone books list
your Congressperson and Senators.

Use your own words when you write
or call Caongress. If you need
something to mention, here are a
few items for you to consider:

¥ Dick Armey is wrong when
he says that bees are not important
to Americans. Suggest your
congressperson request a copy of
the report just finished by Dr. Fred
Hoff, Econ. Research Service on the
consumer benefits of bees,

* Armey is misguiding Con-
gress with his statistics. He has
added all beekeepers together,

Jane Phillips states that 95 percent
of all commercial beekeepers use the
heney loan program. Many would
be out of business without it.

* Hobbhy beekeepers benefit
from the stability of the honey loan
program which supports commetreial
beekeeping in the United States, In
countries without strong beekeeping

industries, hobby beekeepers pay
$150-300 for a basic bee hive and
$25 or more for gueens, if they can
get them. Hobby beekeepers must
contact Congress ftoo.

* Commercial beekeepers who
go after honey crops provide free
pollination in areas which may not
have enough bees to pollinte fruits,
nuts and berries which feed wild-
life.

¥ Bee mites and pesticides
have killed hundreds of thousands
of bee colonies; including wild
swarms. Pesticides kill many other
pollinators. Mention how many bees
you have lost due to tracheal and
Varroa mites. Include the costs you
have incurred while treating and
replacing these bees,

¥ Honey bees are highly ef-
fective pollinators. They do not
survive in all areas of the United
States without beekeeper help.
George Will’s article was highly mis-
leading because it assumed there
will always be plenty of bees. Bee-
keepers are an essential part of
American food production.

* Call all the growers who
use your bees. Tell them about the
importance of the loan program.
Remind them that the program’s
elimination will undoubtedly lead to
two things-——fewer bees and higher
rental fees. Ask them how many
years they can miss a crop without
bees to pollinate. Show them
George Will’s quote about the wvalue
of bees as pollinators—-"Soon airline
passengers will not get those little
packages of nuts. Gosh."

* Be honest and stick to the
facts, but state your case ¢learly
and strongly.
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FACTORS OF A
HONEY CROP

Although the chief value of honey
bees in the national economy is to
perform their essential function of
pollinating fruit and seed crops,
they are usually kept by beekeep-
ers to produce a crop of honey for
sale. A beekeeper’s profit is
influenced greatly by the yield of
honey which he receives from each
hive:. Maintaining beekeepers in the
honey-producing business means
also maintaining the bee pollinatcrs
that are indispensible for the pro—
duction of many fruit and seed
crops. Four major factors may be
identified which influence the size
of a honey crop.

THE PRESENCE OF NECTAR-SECRET-
ING PLANTS

Beekeepers normelly depend upon
extensive acreages of wild and cul-
tivated plants of the area, and a
sequence of necar and pollen soure-
eg throughout the season is impor—
tant, It iz not generally practical
te plant crops specifically for the
use of honey bees, although bees
may profitably be considered in the
use of land.

The commercial beekeeper is usually
at the mercy of agricultural practic-
es8 in his area and must search the
area for best locations. The bee-
keeper has been hurt by the accel-
erated trend to cut legumesn eavly
for hay and silage before the bees
can work them for nectar and pol-
len.

More intensive care and use of land
for cash crops and suburban homes
tends to decrease honey ¥ields.

Honey plants can be increased by:
a) the use of clovers or other hon-
ey plants on roadsides and waste
places, b) further study of honey
and pollen plants for use during
the whole season, ¢) further study
of soil requirements for nectar se-
eretion, d) breeding plants for nec-
tar secretion, e€) planting honey
plants by beekeeper/farmers.

WEATHER SUITABLE FOR NECTAR
SECRETION AND GATHERING

Weather affects the secretion of
nectar and also bee flight, Correla-
tions between weather factors and
honey yields have been indefinite
because the factors are complex and
interrelated.

Sugar is manufactured by the action
of sunlight on leaves. (This is the
ultimate source of our food, fibre
and much of our power). Healthy,
vigorous plants produce more nectar
than stunted plants. Certain plant
niitrients influence nectar secretion.
With plenty of moisture available, it
appears that maximum hours of in- |
tense sunlight is best for nectar
setretion in most important honey
plants. Adeguate water available to
the plant is correlated with nectar

secretion. The most favorable

amount of rain varies with the poil
type.

Temperature has a marked influence

on plant growth and nectar secre-—
tion. Honey flow may be influenced
by temperature at the time of flow-
ering and also by the effect of tem-
perature pattern on plant growth
throughout the season. Warm days
and cool nights favor secretion of
nectar as long as the nights are not
too cool. Scale records indicate

Y et — %]

Zasiers




best results in clover areas at the
temperatures of 80 to 90 degrees.

High humidity makes more dilute
nectar but apparently does not af-
fect the amount of sugar produced.
Bees must do more work to make
honey from dilute nectar. Tempera-
tures below 50 degrees or above
100, high wind, rain and threatened
storm keep bees in the hive.

The amount and concentration of
nectar influences the number of bee
visits to plants. This in turn af-
fects pollination, for examplé bees
prefer apple blossoms to pears as
apple nectar is more concentrated.
Tests indicate that the breeding of
plants for high nectar secretions
has practical possibilities.

PEAK POPULATIONS OF BEES IN
TIME FOR ‘THE MAIN NECTAR FLOWS

Providing they work efficiently and
for long hours, the more bees there
are in a colony during a flow, the
bigger the crop. Successful win-
tering is important for rapid build-
up in the spring.

The queen can only lay in the
spring in proportion to the buildup
of worker bee population. Pollen
supplement early in the Bpring
stimulates brood rearing. Feeding
sugar water also stimulates the col-
ony. A dwindling supply of honey
or pollen leads to reduced egg lay-
ing and slow buildup, or bees will
throw out drone brood and later
worker brood if the food supply
becomes nearly exhausted.

It is often practical to divide the
strongest colony early in the spring
for increase., Introduction of a new
queen or queen cell will sllow the
increase to build up quickly. This
is effective swarm control.

Improved swarm control is neces-
sary to maintain strong colonies for
the flow. Spray poison damage can
seriously weaken a colony.
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PHYSICAL ABILITY OF THE BEES
AND THE MORALE OF THE COLONY

Measurable characteristics such as
tongue length, size of honey stom-
ach, speed of flight, disease resis—
tance, etc.,; can be bred for. Plants
can similarly be bred for character-
istics such as nectar quantity, flow-
er color, plant vigor, and other
factors that influence its usefulness
to bees and beekeepers. Breeding
for increased honey production be-
comes very much involved with col-
ony morale and the other three fac-
tors, for example, out of two hives
of equal strength; one gathers more
honey. Is this physical ebility.or .
colony morale?

Colony morale is affected by the
desire to swarm, supersedure, bal-
ance of bees of different ages, hive
living and ripening space, tempera-
ture inside the hive and probably
many things still not understood.

Manipulation of the hive to prevent
development of the desire to swarm
is very important in maintaining
good morale. In practice, morale
means the maximum number of nec-
tar gatherers making the maximum
number of gathering trips every
day during honey flows.

Information compiled by Dr. Dewey
Caron
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CARDS

Association Treasurer Ron Vivian
has membership cards available for
those desiring them. Local associa—
tions and independent members
wishing to obtain them should send
Ron a self-addressed stamped enve~
lope. His address is found at the
letterhead of this newsletter.

Good iocations make good beekcep—
IS5

MSBA NAME

Thanks to organization wmember
Mickey Lee, A scurne for name
badges has been found. Mickey
took orders for badges at the MSBA
meeting a year ago and many mem-—
bers have had them delivered al-
ready. They are an attractive gold
color in the shape of the state of
Missouri with a gold bee in the cen-
ter, the words "Missouri Beekeeper"
at the top and the beekeeper’s name
at the bottom. Badges can be made
in lots of any number. Until July
1, 1993 they can be ordered from D
& B Engravers, 184 Brigadoon Cir-
cle, St, Louis, MO 63137. After
July 1 the business will be handled
by Don & Lena Highland, 3910 Har-
vest Meadow Dr.; St. Peters, MO
63376, (314)928-7077. Approximate
cost of each badge is $4.00 plus
postage, B

NOMINATING
COMMITTER

The Missouri State Beekeepers' As-
sociation holds election of officers
every year at the fall meeting. In
accordarice with the association’s
by-laws, the president and vice-
president serve terms of two yesars.
The vice-president succeeds the
president, All other officers serve
terms of one year; except rotating
board members who gerve for terms
of three years. Vice-President
Sharon Gibbons is the nominating
committee chairperson. Anyone who
is interested in serving as an offi-
cer or on the board should contact
Sharon to be 1ncluded on the nomi-
nating list in Ocichker.

Ri. 8, Box 8257
Hayward, WI 54843

= DD
BEEHIVE . TV
pornics KNOW?

Beehive Botanicals, Inc./Pro-
polis U.S.A. has been buying
Propolis and hivescrapings for
over 20 years.
Call 1-800-283-4274
for current prices,-shipping
and handling instructions.

We have a full line of
Health & Beauty aids as
well as Food Supplements
made with Propolis.

Call for our wholesale
order form.

— i g
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Financial Statement for the period of October 8, 1992 thru March 5.;15}9} L

Beginning Bank Balance as of October 8, 199? o o . 4,701.37 !
| |
!ncome I o I D i o
Advemsmg Recenpts o e 242 _§>O
_Donation_ - e __J"__ 3.00
Cookboulgs_&_qlgegae BEQE{ Sold I . 1,007.00
_Fall Meeting _____: L 7 226.53 ]
Honey Queen Fund Receipts =~ | 876.75) |
_Membership Dues o 700 00I I S
_ Missouri S State FairReceipts ___ ~ 285.64/ ] o
Total Income L ___,___ﬁj_diayiz_________
_ N N Y I
_Expenses e . | |
Advertising” T T T 093788 l Y
_Eaquipment | . | ._....| 52883 '*f___
Honev Queen Expenses * B _1|_‘_ . 560.21 ' ‘
__Mo State Fair Purchased Meruhandlse j L 1,5186, 67 R
Newsletter l__ o - I 437 25' i P
Phone 3 . 20054 T T
_Pastag:;e __.‘_____7 o _j_ I 38.84| N
Promotion . . .| 29847 |
Raffle Expenses - I R \ 81.00y L
Supplies el e 2118
Taxes - Annual Registeration  _ R D | 1
Total Expenses T I R 3,963.47]
e IR R e
Net income | ' P -632.05¢
T 2
- =, |
Ending Bank Balance as of March 5, 1993 | - 4,069.32
HONEY Heney production in 1932 in the
STATISTICS United States from producers with 5
or more hiver totaled 221 million
The following information comes from pounds, up 1 percent from 1991,
the Missouri Agricultural Statistics ' There were 3.03 million colonies pro-
Service. ducing honey in 1992, compared to
' 3,18 million in 1991, Yield per colo-
Honey production in Missouri totaled ay averaged 72.8 pounds, up 3.9
1.95 million pounds in 1992, up 6 pounds from the 68.9 pounds in
percent from the 1.82 million pounds 1991. ,
the previous year. Missouri pro- Prices for the 1892 crop averaged
ducers received an average price of 55.8 cents per pound, up slightly
64 cents per pound in 1992, 2 cents from the 1991 price of 55.8 per
per pound above 1991. The value pound. Higher prices received for
of Missouri's honey production was extra light amber honey resulted in
$1,232,000, up 9 percent from the slightly higher price for all
$1,128,000 a year earlier. honey in 1992,

Missouri had an estimated 25,000
colonies of bees in 1992, which pro-
duced an average of 77 pounds rer
colony,
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MITES & QUEENS

Missouri State Entomologist Joe
Francka has received the following
information from the State of Ala-
bama Department of Agriculture.
Each beekeeper listed will be pro-
vided with a Certificate of Apiary
Inspection with additional declars-
tions &5 to mite status in their bee-
yards.

Bill Gafford, 1121 Mobile Rd.,
Greenville, AL 36037 has been sur—
veyed for the presence of Varrca
mitee utilizing the fluvalinate detec—
tor board technique and has been
found to be free of Varroa mites.
No tracheal mite analysis was per—
formed in 1992.

The following beekeeperas have been
found to be free from Varroa mites
utilizing the fluvalinate detector
board technique, but have at least
gome beeyards infested with trache-
al mites:

Elliott V. Allen

P.0. Box 684

Montgomery, AL 36101

Donald H. Benefield
180T Carolina Circle
Hixon, TN 37343

Jim E. Byrd
P.0. Box 147
Calvert, AL 36513

Archie Dunn
Rt. 1 Box T96-A
Fruitdale, AL 36539

Charles O. McNatt
Rt. 3 Box 629-F
Red Bay, AL 35582

James E. Sitz
Rt. 1 Box 251-A
Attalla, AL 35354

Greg Tate
Rt. 2 Box 92
Millry, AL 36558

James C. Tate
Rt. 2 Box 90
Millry, AL 36558

Calvert Apiaries
Andrew L. Webb, III
Rt. 2 ‘Box 91

Millry, AL 36558

The following beekeepers have
beeyards infested with both the
Varroa and tracheal mites:
Joseph P. Berry

P.O. Box 11113

Montgomery, AL 36111

Robert T. Hawk
Rt. 1 Box 750
Enterprise, AL 36330

Edward Norman
P.O, Box T27
Ramer, ALL 36069

Thomas Norman
P.0. Box 26
Ramer, AL 36069

Jimmy Griggs
Rt. 8 Box 300
Ft. Payne, AL 35967

Doug Harbin
8658 Goldmine Rd.
Mobile, AL 36619

R.V. Harrell
Hayneville, AL 35040

ALL-AMERICAN & BUCKFAST
QUEENS AND PACKAGE BEES

WEAVER APIARIES, INC.
Rt. 1. Box 256
Navasota, Texas 77868

Owver 100 Years of Service

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE |

408/825-2312
1-800:622-5997
FAX: 409/825-7267

Quality - Jutegrity - Service




TO MEMBERS:

Y
We are interested in each and svervone of it members. Although we carnot give each one the '
individial attention we would like. we Py to make your membership meaningful and trust that it
adds zest. pleasure, and profit to vour beskeeping ehdeavar. You may not even have bees, but
your interest in bees and what the bees contribute to our nation’s economy wWill lead to pros-
perity for all. ‘
1f you have a few minutes, I would aspreciate having a few lines from you, and you may be sure it
will make the Jjob of editor more pleasurable. If you know of any beekeever who does not belona
to Missouri State Beskeepers® Association, ‘please pass this newsletter along to them and
encolrage them to jain.
Dues are $5.00 per year. Make checks payable to Missouri State Beekeepers® Rasociation. IF vou
belong to 2 local association, you may pay vour dues throush your local treasurer.
ENCLOSED IS $___ for _ YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: ___STATE: Z1P: i
PHONE:
Mail to: Ron Vivian P.0. Box 448 Oszk Grove, MO 64075
=
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